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REPLY TO AN OFFICE ACTION DATED JANUARY 20. 2000 



Dear Sir: 



* — j 



m 
o 



m 
o 



CO 

—J 
o 
o 



In an Office Action mailed on January 20, 2000, claims 5, 7-10, 15, 16 and 18-20 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Hukin; and claim 6 was 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hukin in view of 
Newhouse. These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Without more specific references to Hukin, the Assignee cannot determine why 
Hukin allegedly teaches the elements of claims 5 or claim 18. For example, the method 
of claim 5 is used with a tray that has a notch at an upper portion of the tray and a notch 
at a lower portion of the tray. A determination is made if the notch at the upper portion of 
the tray is to be used to pass the length of cable, and if so, the length of cable is routed 
through the upper portion notch. The Assignee cannot find an upper portion notch in a 
tray in the arrangement that is disclosed in Hukin. For at least this reason, the Assignee 
requests withdrawal of the rejections of claim 5 and claims 6-10, 15 and 16 that depend 
therefrom. 

Similarly, the method of claim 18 includes mounting a tray in a corner between a 
floor and a wall, and a lower portion of the tray includes a groove underneath a lower 
portion notch of the tray. The Assignee cannot find any such lower portion notch in a 
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tray in Hukin, and for at least this reason, the Assignee requests withdrawal of the 
rejections of claims 18 and claims 19 and 20 that depend therefrom. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, the Assignee withdrawal of the § 102(b) and § 103(a) 
rejections and a favorable action in the form of a Notice of Allowance. Please credit any 
overpayments and charge any additional fees to Deposit Account No. 20-1504 (MICE- 
0059-00). 




bd G. Pnuier, Jr., Reg. 
Trop, Pruner & Hu, P.C/ 
8554 Katy Freeway, St/ 
Houston, TX 77024 
713/468-8880 
713/468-8883 [fax] 
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